
Town Closes On Open Space Purchase of 7.05 Acres in Middle Island within
Compatible Growth Area of the Long Island Pine Barrens
pos ted on 6/18/2014 3:44:30 PM
June 18, 2014

Farmingville, NY - Recently, Brookhaven Town c losed on the  purchase  of 7 .05  ac res  of undeveloped land located
along M iller P lace  Yaphank  Road, north of the  Whiskey  Road traffic  c irc le  in M iller P lace  to  be  preserved as  open
space. The property is  s ituated within the C ompatible Growth A rea of the Long Is land P ine Barrens , with the northern
sec tion adjacent to the C ore P reservation A rea. I t is  extens ively wooded with pitch pine and various  oaks  forming the
tree canopy, providing a habitat to a variety of pine barrens  wildlife spec ies  inc luding pine warblers , eas tern towhees ,
turkeys , great c res ted flycatchers , and various  mammal, turtle, and snake spec ies .

"I t  was  important  that  the  Town add this  parcel  because  it  forms  an ecological  bridge  connec ting the  5 ,300-ac re
NYSDEC  Rocky P oint Natural Resources  Management A rea to the north and the Town's  200-ac re Twin P ond Nature



P reserve  to  the  south,"  said  Supervisor  Ed  Romaine. "By  purchas ing  property  for  open  space, we  reinforce  our
commitment to preserve the environment for the generations  that will follow us ."

C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner, who represents  C ounc il  Dis tric t 2  where the property is  located said, "P reserving open
space in my dis tric t has  been a priority s ince I  firs t took office in 2007. Years  ago, overdevelopment was  a threat to
our farms  and woodlands , but  we've  reversed that  trend and worked hard to  retain the  rural  charac ter of the  north
shore communities ."

The  property  is  within  Hydrogeologic  Zone  3 , the  most  important  water  recharge  zone  on  Long  Is land  and  it  is
es timated that the property recharges  more than 4  million gallons  of pure water on an annual bas is  to the underlying
groundwater aquifers . I t was  purchased by the Town for $550,000.
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